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Quite different factors entered into the war afloat
and the war on shore. The South had soldiers, and
it could find rifles for them. But it had few ships,
and it lacked the resources with which to build more.
Such a thing as offensive tactics at sea, except by
the commerce-destroyers of the Alabama class, and
in its harbors, except by river iron-clads, was out of
the question. The offensive must be entirely on our
side; the defensive was the enemy's, and splendidly
and desperately he conducted it.

Our first duty was the blockade of all that im-
mense coast-line from Hampton Roads southward to
Key West and westward to the boundaries of Mexico.
As the South was not a manufacturing country, it
was dependent for funds on the export of cotton and
on Europe for manufactured material. We had to
close its ports and we had to prevent the running of
the blockade wherever possible. Moreover, a block-
ade which was not effective did not hold in inter-
national law. Never before had any navy, and
never since has any navy, attempted anything like
such an immense task. That of the Japanese off
Port Arthur was comparatively insignificant in the
extent of coast-line which had to be guarded. At the
close of the war the United States, in carrying on the
war and blockade, had six hundred ships in com-
mission.

In the strategy of the campaign on land the navy
played an important offensive part which is unique